Preston outift gear
up for defence of
marathon road test

THE Preston Wheelers trio of Gethin But-
gﬂlm Morgan, and Paul Fleming are

al form as repare (o
dtfnduihfi:m title I.Ihnqng Sll:;liljf's
Mational 100 miles Time Trial Champi-
onship.

In 2002, the trio secured the first nation-
al team honours in the long of the
Wheelers when Butler took the
silver medal in 3hrs 41min 48s5ec, Morgan
mhuﬁrst‘lﬂ[l’ 3-49-06 for fourth,

aﬂdhhﬂ-ﬂi—iﬁ.

'I‘hﬂrlar'amhdndllmn!llh‘sl’?mln
10sec gave them the team gold medal by
over 17 minutes from pre-race favourites
Pete Read

The 2003 championship is to be contest-
ed on one of the trio's favourile courses
and is based on the AS0 dual carriageway
near Uttoxeter in Staffordshire.

It was on the Uttoxeter course that Butler,
in June of last year, recorded the fastest
100 for five years, 3hrs 32min 02sec.

Muore recently, it was there that Morgan,
in his third 104, improved by a massive 12
minutes to log 3-37-33,

Butler’s form has been underlined by vic-
tories in the Cleveleys Road Club six miles
hill-climb time trinl to the summit of Oak-

Fell, and in Manchester Wheelers'

ggm miles test, where his time of Lhr

min 39sec gave him a winning margin of
over minutes.

He is also the current leader in the Rudy

CYCLING
By Paul Cahill
Project national circuit !ime trial series.
m?n tied for first place with Black-
s Inn Stott in the Cleveleys RC 30
nl.iitsmt on the Cockerham circuit, and
then recorded o new personal best time of
Thr #4min 13sec in the Ferryhill Wheelers
S0 — an improvement of one-and-a-half
minutes.

In the same event, Fleming, too, sef new
personul figures, improving by Imin 11sec
1o log 1-45-53.

He was the only one of the trio to ride the
NLTTA 100 miles test on local roads, fin-
ishing second in dhrs Smin Msec.

His team-mates’ improvement led Butler

to comment, tongue-in-check: “1 will have to
waltch myself. | might finish up as the third
counter in the team!™

But all three men are aware of just how
difficult it will be to retain their team title.

They fce still onee
from Pete Read from APl B
and from a very strong Velo Club 51

is the earlicst starter on Sunday
at number 113, followed by Morgan at 125,
Butler is number 150 in the
Mdlss,dmhhnr:h-ﬂvm‘OMMn;
ing individual champion Kevin Dawson
(Life Repair CRT) off last.



